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Abstract

This paper introduces the concept of ‘soft’ accountability as a new approach
to understand the mutual accountability (MA) mechanism in the setting of
South-South Cooperation (SSC). In doing so, this study has analysed three
components of accountability (responsibility, answerability, and enforceability),
and identified actors and modalities of MA in four different situations of
SSC mechanism. The main finding of the study has shown the importance of
linking MA mechanisms both at the national level and the international level
in the frame of SSC in order to strengthen MA mechanisms. Furthermore,
this paper has suggested establishing an institutional and sustainable
development platform for SSC MA. In the light of this, the paper proposes
to launch a new ‘global accountability initiative’ for SSC as a way of
transition from the Busan Global Partnership to Sustainable Development
Goals in the Post-2015 Development Framework.


